Community partnerships: educational linkages to increase the number of primary care practitioners.
The Community Partnerships initiative is focused on the creation of academic, non-hospital community health centers shaped by people and institutions at the local level. In our view, public policy-makers need such positive ideas and programs to support--things to be for rather than against. Incessant lamenting about the problems of the health care system will change the system less than will positive programs shaped and supported by the people whose needs they serve. All of us in medical education recognize the need for change in medical education. The Community Partnerships program represents one strategy for change that brings communities directly into the sphere of influence and enables them to enhance the relevance of the educational experience for health professions students.